
4th Class

Hi everyone.

Firstly, I’d like to sincerely thank all parents and children for your patience and understanding since this began. I realise that, the longer it goes on, the more difficult it may be for the boys to sustain their tremendous efforts. This is entirely understandable. If I can offer any words of encouragement; the efforts the boys have put into their work so far, will undoubtedly benefit them. Keep doing what you’re doing lads and be incredibly proud of yourselves. Parents, they honestly are a credit to you all. 

A quick note on Microsoft TEAMS: Some people have been able to log on to this and it has offered us a new means of communication. It allows me to provide audio messages to clarify exercises and I have been able to receive photo samples of incredible work from my 3rd and 4th class students too. Now, because it has been so long since many of the boys have seen their friends, we have also begun to set up a Friday Quiz on TEAMS. It allows the boys to interact with each other, while also exercising general knowledge in a fun way. Last Friday, we linked with Mr. Collins’ class for an hour and it was fantastic to just see and hear people again. If this is something that you would be interested in, but cannot log on, please email distancelearning@togherboys.com 

Again, thank you for staying in contact with me via phone, email and Microsoft teams. 

dmurphy@togherboys.com  If you don’t mind taking a phone call, I will be in contact again during the week.

I have attached activities for the week again and the websites of the week are also included.

Take care.

All the best!!!

I will break this down into smaller daily amounts on Aladdin Connect again (Homework section) if you would like to see that. All Fallons/Folens books are free to click into on the school’s website.

English 

Spellings: p62/63 (‘Commonly Misspelled Words’) queue, penguin, healthy, shield, attract, careful, coming, clothes, happily, chief, throat, squeak, instead, daughter, fierce, barbecue
Vocabulary: Continue homophones (Words that sound the same as each other, but are spelt differently and mean different things) Attached at the end. APPENDIX  I

Wordsearch and Crossword: These are words which we added to our vocabulary copy at school. See if you can remember their meanings. APPENDIX  II
Reading: TGH: Silly Bert p60 (Theme: Support & guidance. It is very natural to need support and guidance. Sometimes, we just need things to be explained a little more clearly. There are many people who can do this for us, and maybe we can do it for them in return too.)

History Quest: Setanta p18. From real-life heroes (Marco Polo & Tom Crean) last week, to a mythical hero in Irish Folklore this week - Cúchulainn

Writing: (Homework copy can be used for all written exercises)

TGH p62 A (oral), B (oral) C (oral) p63 D (write), E (oral)
HQ p24 (B) (write). p23 (A) (oral; see if you can answer these questions quickly without writing them) 
Modern Handwriting: Next Page (Keep practising it, as neatly as you can, in your homework).
Cloze: APPENDIX III
Creative: Write a prediction of what you think would happen next in the story ‘Silly Bert’. 
Before I do this, I must ask myself a few questions:

Did I understand this story?

Did I learn anything about my main characters?

Is there any clue in the passage about what might happen next? 

If the answer to any of these 3 questions is ‘no’, then I should read it again or even, read it with someone else for support. 
I understand that Bert’s behaviour was very peculiar. 

He did not have the common sense that he needed in a number of situations. 

I understand that Bert found it hard to keep a job because of this. 

I understand that Bert takes instructions literally and does not use his own intelligence.

I learned that Bert did get a job at the mill.
I learned that Bert developed skills to make himself a prosperous man.

Prediction: I will begin by writing about how successful Bert became. However, his lack of common sense is likely to lead to trouble again. (The story can have as much humour as you’d like).

More details attached at the end. APPENDIX IV
Suggestions for additional work during the day or possibly on Fridays

1. Spellbound p62/63
2. Dictionary Work (blacksmith, hoist, speckled, punctual, accustomed, despise)

3. Grammar game (homophones). Use the same games as last week. Write out the list of words (whole, hole…….). Cut them up. You can put them face down and try to create pairs. Alternatively, turn them over one by one and if you can use the word in a sentence, you get to keep it. If not, it is put back in and shuffled around.
4. Typing.com (This site helps you to get faster at typing. You could type your creative writing). 

Gaeilge:

Litriú: Spellings

	trá  = a beach
	éan = a bird

	asal = a donkey
	portán = a crab

	picnic = a picnic
	iasc = a fish

	tonn = a wave
	an ghrian = the sun

	Ag snámh = swimming
	long = a ship

	Ag tumadh = diving
	bád = a boat


Léitheoireacht: Reading Revision

Ar an teilifís
Satharn amháin, bhí Daithí sa seomra suite. Thosaigh Pokemon ar a trí a chlog. Bhí Daithí ag féachaint ar an teilifís nuair a tháinig Lisa isteach. “Cén clár teilifíse ar siúl,” arsa Lisa. “Pokemon,” arsa Daithí. “Is fuath liom Pokemon, athraigh an staisiún,” arsa Lisa. “An bhfuil tú as do mheabhair, is breá liom Pokemon!” arsa Daithí. Chaith siad deich nóiméad ag argóint. Chríochnaigh an clár teilifíse ar leathuair tar éis a trí. Bhí fearg ar Dhaithí mar ní fhaca sé an cartún is fearr leis.

On the television
One Saturday, David was in the sitting room. Pokemon started at three o’clock. David was watching the television when Lisa came in.  “What programme is on?” said Lisa. “Pokemon,” said David. “I hate Pokemon, change the channel,” said Lisa. “Are you out of your mind, I love Pokemon!” said David. They spent ten minutes arguing. The programme finished at half past three. David was angry because he hadn’t seen his favourite cartoon.

Suggestions for additional work during the day or possibly on Fridays

Ceisteanna

Cathain a tharla an scéal seo?    When did this story happen?
Cén t-am a thosaigh Pokemon? What time did Pokemon start?
Cé a tháinig isteach sa seomra suite?   Who came into the sitting room?

An maith le Lisa Pokemon?  Does Lisa like Pokemon?
Cén fáth go raibh fearg ar Dhaithí?  Why was David angry?
Na huimhreacha: 60-100  (The numbers: 60-100)

Caoga a haon, caoga a dó, caoga a trí, caoga a ceathair, caoga a cúíg, caoga a sé, caoga a seacht, caoga a hocht, caoga a naoi, seasca.
Seasca a haon, seasca a dó……………………críochnaigh an líne (finish the line).
Seachtó a haon, seachtó a dó…………………críochnaigh an líne (finish the line).
Ochtó a haon, ochtó a dó……………………críochnaigh an líne (finish the line).

Nócha a haon, nócha a dó……………………críochnaigh an líne (finish the line).

Céad = 100
i gcónaí = always



ag caoineadh
ag tafann

ag léamh

ag canadh

Líon na bearnaí

Sampla: Bíonn Ronaldo i gcónaí ag imirt sacair. Ronaldo is always playing soccer.

Bíonn Ed Sheeran i gcónaí ________________.

Bíonn an madra i gcónaí _________________.

Bíonn Matilda i gcónaí __________________.

Bíonn an leanbh i gcónaí _________________.

Maths

Tables: x4÷4, x5 ÷5 (Try to skip count quickly for each regularly). Task: list your 4s and 5s. Put a circle around any number that is common to both. You might notice that the 4 family and the 5 family have much less in common than 5s and 10s. Test this.

Busy at Maths: p 94, 95
BAM p94 Q1
Remember: There are 5 minutes between each pair of numbers on the clock. 5 minutes between the 12 and the 1. 5 minutes between the 1 and the 2. This happens 12 times. So, 12 x 5 = 60.

60 minutes in an hour.
If the minute hand is not pointing at 12 and it is not pointing at 1, (it is pointing somewhere between) count the tiny little lines because each means 1 minute.

Q2

On this clock, the minute hand is almost at 25 past, but it is not quite. Look again. It is one minute before 25 past, so it is 24 minutes past 8 (8:24)

Remember:

3 minutes earlier would mean you have to go back 3 minutes (8:24 back 3 = 8:21)

9 minutes later would mean you have to count on 9 minutes (8:24 forward 9 = 8:33)

Q3
16 minutes earlier would mean you have go back 16 minutes.

 Tip: Go back 10 minutes first, and then back 6 more.
Q4 

The first clock is not 25 past 11. The minute hand is gone past that by 2 minutes. It shows 11:27.

The second clock is not ½ past 1. It is 31 minutes past 1. This means it is 29 minutes before 2 O’clock. 

So 1:31 or 29 minutes to 2.

Q5
14 minutes earlier: Go back 14 minutes (go back 10 minutes first and then back 4 more minutes)

14 minutes later: Go forward 14 minutes (go forward 10 minutes first and then forward 4 more minutes)

BAM p95


Hrs
Mins


5
15


+

40



5
55 (if the total minutes is more than 60, it becomes an hour)
So the dinner was ready at 5:55

In this example, the minutes total is not 60 or more.

BUT, LOOK HERE



Hrs
Mins



5
35

+

40


5
75 (if the total minutes is more than 60, it becomes an hour) 

75 minutes is actually 1 hour and 15 minutes, so add the hour to the 5 hours
Now, you have 6 hours 15 minutes instead of 5 hours 75 mins

Dinner was ready at 6:15
Q2

Hrs
Mins



7
45


+

23



7
68 (if the total minutes is more than 60, it becomes an hour) 

We do not have a time 7:68 (this has to be fixed)

68 minutes is actually 1 hour and 8 minutes, so add the hour to the 7 hours to make 8 hours

When this happens only 8 minutes are left on the minutes side. So, 8 hours and 8 minutes.

Answer =8:08

Hrs
Mins



11
55


+

23



11
78 (if the total minutes is more than 60, an hour moves across to the hour side) 

78 minutes = 1 hour and 18 minutes. So give the hour to the 11 hours and make 12 hours. You then have 18 minutes on the other side.
12 hours 18 minutes. 12:18

Q5
9:28 is the later time, so to find out what time the Luas departed to start the journey, I must go backwards in time. So, 9:28 go back 43 minutes.

As you are counting back, you can do it in stages. Go back 3 minutes first. = 9:25. Then go back 20 minutes. = 9:05. Then go back your last 20 minutes. = 8:45

3 + 20 +20 = 43 so you can count back in stages. Take your time and do your best. I will be handwriting some of these for you.
Suggestions for additional work during the day and possibly on Fridays.

1. Revise tables (4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12) x ÷ 

2. Revise converting euros into cents and cents into euros
3. Regular time checks (practising analogue time and digital time). Maybe record the time you start your schoolwork and the time that you finish. 

4. Practise long multiplication sums (Make them randomly; example 28x16, 59x27 etc…)

SESE/Art: This week 3rd class and 4th class are reading about Irish history. 

4th class are reading about Setanta/ Cúchulainn who is a mythical hero of this country.

3rd class are reading about when Ireland became a Christian country. Our nickname ‘The Island of Saints and Scholars’ comes from this time.

We often see picture 1 because it is a map of Ireland. This week, I have separated the 32 counties and I am only showing you silhouettes (outlines/shadows) of the counties. As you look at the black shapes, do they create any pictures in your mind? I have an art challenge for you.
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Individually, these pictures all remind me of other things. Co. Cork in picture 1 reminded me of a goat grazing on a patch of land. Co. Galway in picture 2 reminded me of a guy blowing flames from his nose. I drew these pictures below.
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I really enjoyed this task. Look at all of the counties and choose some. Draw the pictures that come into your mind. Art is about looking at something and responding, by creating something of your own. 

Have fun with them.

BonusTask: Do you remember the four provinces of Ireland and the counties that belong to each province?

Websites of the week    (If you feel like taking a break from the work above, you can check these out)

English:  www.mycjfallon.ie  ‘Read at Home’. The boys might like to continue reading for information.

Gaeilge: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3v-fygqOOos 

Listen to how to make nettle soup. Maybe, this is something you could do with an adult. Beidh spórt agaibh!!!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NIlIVB-kC1w
Angelo Rules Cartoon (as Gaeilge)

Music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1IVZpk_rVo 

This is a great piece of Irish traditional music called ‘The Blood of Cúchulainn’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JWJTPoMVocs 

This is a traditional piece called ‘The Isle of Saints and Scholars’

SESE History:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bsrx1K6TA9A 

Skellig Michael. An ancient monastery built in Ireland. Scenes for a recent Star Wars movie were filmed here. Check it out.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqyVElvBtE8
The story of Cúchulainn

SPHE:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uxbdx-SeOOo 

This GoZen website has very informative videos on how to deal with worry and frustration. This video is about breathing techniques which help to relax the participant.
PE : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_oIssULEk0 

Physical stretches (warm up)

Try the tissue dance: Move as much as you can and have a bit of fun.
All you need is a tissue on each person’s head and a great piece of music.

Tissues on heads

Start the music

Start dancing.

Don’t let the tissue hit the ground

If it starts to fall, you can catch it but if it touches the ground you are out for that round.

Chess : 

www.movesforlife.ie 

www.chessossity.com 

www.chesskid.com  

An activity that can be done with others in the family
A couple of weeks ago, we had a task to create a poster for a ‘Missing Dog’. 

We have a lot of animal lovers in our class, so I have a little challenge for you. There are numerous breeds of dog in the world and I am interested to see how many breeds we can name together.

I will give you a series of pictures and names to start you off and we can get our first eight breeds. 

Rottweiler

King Charles Spaniel

Cocker Spaniel

Labrador Retriever

Jack Russell Terrier

Golden Retriever

Pitbull Terrier

Yorkshire Terrier
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Can you match the breeds to the pictures?

Which of these breeds has most syllables in its name? Clap each individual unit of sound to check. Example: Gol-den-re-trie-ver (5 syllables)

Add as many breeds to the list as you can? Many would be mentioned on the internet. Write as many as you can.

If you had to choose a favourite breed, which would you choose and 

why?

APPENDIX I

Homophones (Same sound but different spellings and meanings)

ate




eight

hole




whole

berry



bury

you




ewe 
(a female sheep)

yew (a type of tree)
new




knew

red




read

nose




knows

would



wood

threw (past tense of throw)

through

rose




rows

paws



pause

sew (normally to do with clothes)
sow (normally to do with seeds)
pain




pane

key




quay (an area where ships can load and unload)
sent




scent (a sweet smell)
mist




missed

APPENDIX II: 
© 2020 PuzzleFast.com, Noncommercial Use Only
Vocab Copy Rewind 4

	F
	H
	G
	N
	T
	W
	Z
	R
	A
	N
	W
	D
	O
	A
	X

	I
	E
	A
	H
	C
	L
	T
	D
	X
	A
	I
	Z
	P
	S
	M

	P
	D
	I
	I
	V
	N
	S
	P
	O
	E
	L
	C
	Z
	C
	P

	E
	B
	Y
	B
	N
	Z
	I
	N
	C
	O
	M
	H
	C
	W
	X

	R
	Y
	D
	R
	X
	S
	Z
	P
	B
	G
	B
	L
	I
	E
	E

	S
	T
	E
	C
	Y
	P
	T
	S
	L
	U
	M
	B
	E
	R
	Z

	E
	H
	S
	P
	V
	J
	T
	A
	A
	C
	F
	U
	X
	W
	D

	V
	S
	I
	J
	H
	E
	B
	M
	N
	S
	H
	R
	G
	U
	I

	E
	W
	R
	Y
	U
	Y
	G
	R
	A
	T
	E
	F
	U
	L
	V

	R
	R
	E
	Q
	F
	W
	R
	I
	G
	G
	L
	I
	N
	G
	Y

	E
	B
	N
	W
	J
	E
	C
	N
	Z
	J
	V
	Y
	V
	Z
	B

	D
	A
	N
	R
	Y
	T
	G
	F
	Z
	O
	N
	H
	H
	U
	E

	B
	E
	Z
	K
	I
	O
	K
	K
	F
	W
	E
	D
	R
	R
	Z

	V
	F
	H
	T
	G
	O
	D
	B
	M
	Z
	H
	I
	Z
	Q
	X

	Y
	X
	C
	K
	U
	M
	R
	G
	Z
	W
	X
	E
	M
	J
	A


	· persevered

· instantly

· wriggling

· grateful

· banquet

· slumber

· desire

· wed


Vocab Copy Rewind 4
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	Across:

	4. 
kept going and never gave up
7. 
a formal feast


	
	Down:
1. 
a great want
2. 
to marry
3. 
squirming and shaking
5. 
sleep
6. 
thankful



APPENDIX III: 

Cloze Procedure: Oceanarium

Visiting an oceanarium is a fascinating experience. I thoroughly ______________ my tour of an oceanarium and observing the most amazing array of _____________ creatures. 

My first stop was a tank with an enormous crayfish staring at me with unblinking ____________. I moved along to the octopus tank and _______________its tentacles move in impossible directions with hundreds of suckers on _____________.

Next was a piranha tank. They _________ beautiful, with silver highlights glistening on their skin. Could these be the flesh-eating fish ________ South America? ____________ looked more like overgrown goldfish.

I moved on and down _________ stairs into a huge Perspex tunnel, with a conveyor belt pathway running down the _____________. A multitude of ____________ and a large variety of other ocean creatures floated overhead and to the sides. 

As I turned one corner, things ____________ darker and spookier. Moray eels peered out at me from holes in the rocks. Further ___________ was the shark tank. These predators of the ocean swam around serenely _____________ huge stingrays. 

Finally, I emerged from the tunnel, captivated by the _____________ world I had witnessed.

APPENDIX IV: 

So, this week we have a task to predict the next scenes of a story.
Predicting events in a story is a great skill to develop and we all bring this skill into our real lives too. Do you remember writing ideas for a sequel when we were doing our book reviews? Well, these were our predictions and boys are excellent at doing them.
EXAMPLE: 
Using a classic fairytale that everybody knows again, this is my prediction for a sequel to ‘Goldilocks and the three bears’.
First: Did I understand the story? Yes

Second: Did I learn about the characters? Yes. Goldilocks was a curious little girl, who was terrorized by the sight of the bears when they came home. The bears liked to eat porridge, they liked to walk for exercise and they were angry that someone had been in their house.
Third: Are there any clues about what happened next? The story ended when Goldilocks ran away so she could still be in the forest. 

Puffing and panting, Goldilocks felt like she had been running for hours. Beads of sweat ran down her forehead, so she decided to sit at the foot of a nearby tree. The coast seemed to be clear and there were no signs that the bears were following her. Goldilocks was parched and she looked around for a well where she could quench her thirst. Just then, her eyes landed on a tiny speck in the distance. She could have sworn it was a cottage.

Gathering herself together, Goldilocks made up her mind to attempt to get there as fast as she could. As she drew nearer, she could tell that she was right. She was overcome by a feeling of relief and continued towards the door. She gently pushed the door open, without even thinking of knocking, and tiptoed in. 

Goldilocks scanned the room cautiously and it appeared that nobody was home. She darted towards the fridge and emptied a jug of fresh milk in three gulps. “That was so refreshing!” she exclaimed. Fortunately, the feeling of fear seemed to be gone now and Goldilocks just wanted somewhere to relax. Slipping her shoes off, she thought about lying down on the sofa in front of the TV. Nobody was here so she figured nobody would mind. As she pointed the remote control at the TV and pressed the buttons, nothing happened. Eventually, she began to get frustrated and slammed the remote control on the coffee table. The batteries flew out and hit the wall, while the glass on the coffee table smashed into smithereens. Goldilocks jumped up in anger and starting shouting and roaring at the top of her voice.
There was a gentle rap on the front door and it slowly creaked open. Eight eyes stared at her in amazement. The girl’s face froze in horror when she realized who was there. There, in front of her stood three livid bears and a shocked fox.

“Why are you in Mr. Fox’s cottage little girl?” the biggest bear asked sternly. Goldilocks was completely numb and unable to reply without stuttering.

“Well, we’ve been looking for you anyway,” said the Mother Bear. “You owe us for the damage in our house and by the looks of it, you owe for more damage here.” Goldilocks was unable to find any words and rummaged in her pockets furiously for her purse. “Here!” she muttered, as she threw the purse on the ground in front of them. While, they were distracted she leapt towards an open window and clambered out. Her screams faded into the distance as she ran.
“Bad news!” baby bear announced, as he turned the purse upside down and shook it. 

“This thing is empty!” 
 Can you guess why I highlighted 3 words? Yes, I am not sure they would fit this traditional story which is not set in modern times. 

I usually stick to the original story, but I like to introduce some unlikely events to my stories too. Remember, they are our stories and we can be in control of them.










