
3rd Class/4th Class
Hi all. Have a great bank holiday weekend.
We are now approaching June and this is, traditionally, the time of the school year when we put more emphasis on practical work/outdoor pursuits, and focus less on formal written work in the classroom. I understand that it might be getting more difficult for the children to focus on book work, especially with the weather we are having at the moment. 
For the next few weeks, I will continue to send suggestions for the children so that they will have options to keep themselves active and engaged. However, the work will be more informal and you will have a choice of which activities you would prefer to do. As it is less structured, I will no longer use Aladdin Connect (Homework section). The activities are all included in this message.
This is also the time of year when school books are gathered and prepared for next year’s classes. You will be given more information about this, in due course. For this reason, I will not base many of the activities on the books, as they may not be available to us for much longer. However, if the boys want to continue reading stories, the books can be accessed, free of charge, on www.cjfallon.ie or www.folens.ie  

If you would prefer to continue with the routine as it was, or if you have any other questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. dmurphy@togherboys.com
Again, it was great to see people during the Friday Quiz on TEAMS last week. If this is something that you would be interested in, but cannot log on, please email me.
We even heard about several birthdays which are coming up. A huge ‘Happy Birthday’ to anyone who is celebrating, or who has celebrated a birthday since we left school. We hope you get to meet loads of relatives again soon and have lots of fun. 

Thank you all for your patience and for staying in contact with me via phone, email and Microsoft teams. As we will not be ringing you on the phone during the month of June, please remember that my contact details are still there for you, if ever you need to get in touch with me. 
I have attached the optional activities below and the websites of the week are also included.

Take care.
Slán!
English 

Wordsearch and Crossword: These are words which we added to our vocabulary copy at school. See if you can remember their meanings. CLUE: Cob = A male swan

Vocab Rewind 6: Masculine/Feminine Nouns
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	· cob

· hen

· pen

· bride

· groom

· niece

· widow

· nephew

· rooster

· widower


Vocab Rewind 6: Masculine/Feminine Nouns
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	Across:

	1. 
Adult female chicken
3. 
An adult female swan
5. 
The woman getting married
6. 
A man whose wife has died
8. 
Adult male chicken
9. 
An adult male swan


	
	Down:
2. 
Son of your brother or sister
4. 
daughter of your brother or sister
7. 
The man getting married



Vocabulary: Verbs; opposites (Past tense) Grammar game. Write out the list of words (past tense) Cut them up. You can put them face down and try to be the first to find the pairs of opposites. 
Verbs: The Past Tense; Opposites 

loved


hated

sold


bought

appeared

disappeared

shut


opened

remembered
forgot

lowered

raised

started 

finished

broke


fixed

lit



extinguished

arrived


departed

increased

decreased

pushed


pulled

Creative: Make a Cartoon Strip about the poem ‘The First Tree’. 

I have been watching RTE’s Home-School Hub regularly, since we left school. One of the cleverest ideas that I have seen on it, was a ‘cartoon strip about a poem’. This is a great activity for a number of reasons:

It is a creative task
It involves us reading a poem

It involves very little writing

It involves drawing images from the poem and colouring them

It will help us to remember the important ideas in the poem

[image: image1.jpg]The First Tree

by Lenore Hetrick

Nature looked across the seas

She had newly made.

“Now," said Nature, “Life must have
A place of cooling shade.

“All my creatures shall have rest
From the sun'’s high tide.
Underneath a leafy bough

Shall my creatures hide. *

So out from the deep black earth
Rose a mighty tree.

The hill wind sang a song of welcome.
“Greetings!” roared the sea.

When the sun had reached its zenith
In the tree’s cool shade i3
All the creatures lay them down,
And they were not afraid. i

Ever since the tree has flourished,
Mighty — and yet kind!
Nowhere else can beast or man
Sweeter solace find.

©Woolr.com. All Rights Reserved.




This week, we are making a comic-strip to capture the main images or pictures in a poem. These images will help us to remember the poem because sometimes, images remain in our minds longer than words.

Begin by getting a big, blank page. Turn it horizontally and split the page up into 6 boxes with your pencil and ruler. 

The title of the Poem can be written in Box 1. The next five boxes will contain pictures that the poet created in our minds. 

[image: image2]
Some suggestions
Box 1: Nature looked across the seas; you could draw a huge eye looking out over the water
Box 2: All my creatures shall have rest; you could draw a selection of your favourite animals

Box 3: The hill wind sang a song….. “Greetings,” roared the sea; you could draw the hills and the ocean with eyes and mouths (as if they are talking or singing)

Box 4: When the sun had reached its zenith; you could draw a big, bright, colourful sun high in the sky (‘zenith’ means at its strongest)

Box 5: The tree has ‘flourished’…..sweet ‘solace’; you could draw a full tree, in full bloom and with people or animals sleeping peacefully underneath.
READING OPTIONS   3rd Class
(Theme: Other Nations. We have been looking at the history of Ireland a lot recently and it is important to also look at the people/culture/traditions of other countries around the world).

TTH: Chinese New Year p80 (www.folens.ie) 
History Quest: The Maoris (Natives of New Zealand) p43 (www.cjfallon.ie) 
READING OPTIONS    4th Class
(Theme: Other Nations. We have been looking at the history of Ireland a lot recently and it is important to also look at the people/culture/traditions of other countries around the world).

TGH: Abebe Bikila p106 (www.folens.ie) 

History Quest: The Sioux People of North America p70 (www.cjfallon.ie) 

Maths
TABLES
Revise 2-12 addition/subtraction/multiplication/division
Practical Maths Project: WEIGHT 

Look at the 8 items, commonly found in your cupboard at home. All of these items have a certain weight.

1 Kg = 1000g

½ Kg = 500g

¼ Kg = 250g
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TASK 1: 

Look at this picture, and without looking at the weights below, try to order the items from heaviest to lightest.

Then, check the actual weights (in the pictures below) and compare your answers.

Hint: You will notice that the bigger items are not always the heaviest.
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TASK 2: 

Find 6 or 8 items in your own cupboard.

Take 2 of the items and, without looking at the weights on the back, use each hand to lift and estimate which you think is heavier.

Do this with several pairs of items.

Check the actual weights when you are finished estimating and compare your answers.

Hint: You will get good at predicting actual weights, by practising estimates first.

Art Project: Plant Pot People
As I said last week, I have been looking for ways to create pieces of art lately.
Look at what I came across this week.
   [image: image12.jpg]



All you need is a few old plant pots, string, a thick marker and some leftover paint in the shed (if you have it). 

These characters would look really cool in your garden. You can create whatever you want. Look at how the hair of the person can be a real plant too. Take plenty of photos of your work.

Look here! Another friend has joined the party. 

[image: image13.jpg]



Be creative! Have fun!

SESE: This week 3rd class and 4th class have the option of reading about people and countries from all over the world. These countries all have different traditions and histories.  

4th class might read about The Sioux People of North America, who were settled in America when Christopher Columbus arrived in 1492. 

3rd class might read about The Maoris, who are indigenous to New Zealand
What can you find out about these people?

SESE Research Project:
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Both of these pictures were taken in Cork in 1963. 

Photo 1 shows a very famous man giving a speech to many people in the City Hall.
Photo 2 shows the same man as he travels down Patrick Street in his car. Look at the crowds cheering and waving. This man must have been loved by lots of people. 
Who was he?
Was he from North America or Australia?
Why was he famous?

Is he still alive?

Was he part of any major events in history?

If you and a grown-up have time, maybe you could do some research on this man? I would love to hear more. Where would be the best place to search for answers to these questions?
PE

The Cork Schools Sports would have been due to take place at CIT around this time. Unfortunately, it is not happening this year but hopefully, it will be back to normal again next year.

As you know, it concentrates on ‘Sprints’ which are races in which you move as quickly as you can and complete a race in the quickest time possible. This week, in this beautiful weather, I would love to see all of our class sprinting. 
Before, you do your sprint and time yourself, it is important to warm up.

FIRST: https://www.scoilnet.ie/pdst/physlit/videos/ 

Here, there are a few short videos about basic movement skills. I want you to look at three of them; the running video, the hopping video and the side-stepping video. These are all great skills that help us to perform better in games and sports. They will also give you a great warm-up for sprinting.
SECOND: Find a big area of garden. Mark out a very large square using four cones (or anything else you have). Simply, mark it like this.
A




D
B




 C
Run from A to B.

Sidestep from B to C.

Run backwards from C to D.

Sidestep from D to A.

Choose a foot and hop from A to B.

Hop sideways from B to C.

Hop backwards from C to D.

Hop sideways from D to A.

Change foot and do the same again.

Crab walk from A to B

Crab walk sideways from B to C,

Crab walk backwards from C to D,

Crab walk sideways from D to A.
THIRD: Jog on the spot for a count of ten but lift your knees up high as you are jogging
FOURTH: Mark a start point and an end point and begin your time trials. Sprint up and back and mark your time. Give yourself a rest for a while and go back to try to beat your record. 
Other websites
Music: 

The Maori people of New Zealand have a tradition of war dances which could be used to intimidate opposition. The ‘haka’ is a popular war dance used in Rugby today. Have a look at some examples of the ‘haka’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vnvI6V-TtLs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yiKFYTFJ_kw 

Listen to the samples of the music traditionally associated with the Sioux people of North America

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9UglUjiJifA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=03JSQzj4pa4&list=RD03JSQzj4pa4&start_radio=1#t=0 

SESE:

Here, the history of the Maori people, is further explained by children

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_I_TxIZNOYM
This video has details about various Native American tribes (including the Sioux tribe)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_y9-ymLpO58 
This video has specific details about how the Sioux tribe lives

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hA_oVJPQ8Pw 
SPHE:  https://www.rte.ie/learn/2020/0513/1138157-learn-skills-that-save-lives-by-becoming-a-paws-hero/ 

Last week I attached the https://watersafety.ie/primary-school/ link. This week they are running a colouring competition in which you could win a voucher for Elverys Sports. If you click on the first link above, it will bring you to a page where you can download the templates to colour. They are announcing the winner on Thursday, so it would be a good idea to do it early in the week and take a photo to send on. Good luck!!
Chess : 

www.movesforlife.ie 

www.chessossity.com 

www.chesskid.com  
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